130 - GVA obo Aldi Stores

"'—1—“'\ —
Ed _DTLq
ABERDEEN :

CITY COUNCIL

Proposed Aberdeen Local Development Plan 2015
Representation Form

Please use this form to make comments on the Proposed Aberdeen Local Development Plan,
ensuring that your comments relate to a specific issue, site or policy in either the Proposed Plan,
Proposed Supplementary Guidance, Proposed Action Programme or Strategic Environmental
Assessment Environmental Report. Please include the relevant paragraph(s) and use a separate
form for each issue you wish to raise.

The consultation period runs between Friday 20" March and Monday 1% June 2015. Please
ensure all representations are with us by 5pm on Monday 1% June.

Name Mr@ Mrs@ Miss@ MSO Steven Robb

Organisation |\ ~\/A James Barr

(roovant |Aldi Stores Ltd

(if relevant)

Address GVA James Barr, Quayside House, 127 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh

Postcode EH3 9 Q G

Telephone

- I

Please tick if you would like to receive all future correspondence by e-mail |y

What document are you | Proposed Plan v

commenting on?

Proposed Supplementary Guidance

Proposed Action Programme

Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report

Policy/Site/lssue Policy NC4 - Sequential Approach Paragraph(s)

and Impact




What would you like to say about the issue?

Support Policy - see accompanying letter




What change would you like to see made?

Support Policy - see accompanying letter




Please return the completed form by:

¢ postto the Local Development Plan Team, Aberdeen City Council, Business Hub 4, Ground
Floor North, Marischal College, Broad Street, Aberdeen AB10 1AB; or
¢ email to [dp@aberdeencity.gov.uk

The representation form can be filled in, saved, e-mailed and/or printed. You must “save as” to
ensure the completed form is saved with the changes you have made. If you need more space,
please fill out another representation form or send a word document attachment via e-mail with
your completed representation form. Please ensure all representations are with us by 5pm on
Monday 1% June.

Thank you. For more information, please visit www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/aldp2016 or to contact the
Local Development Plan Team call 01224 523470.

Data Protection Statement

The comments you make on the Proposed Plan will be used to inform the Local Development Plan
process and the Examination into the Local Development Plan by the Scottish Ministers’ Reporter.
You must provide your name and address for your representation to be considered valid, and this
information will be made publicly available. Other personal contact details such as telephone and
e-mail will not be made public, although we will share these with the Reporter, who may use them
to contact you about the comments you have made. For more information about how Aberdeen
City Council maintains the security of your information, and your rights to access information we
hold about you, please contact Andrew Brownrigg (Local Development Plan Team Leader) on
01224 523317.
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01 June 2015

Local Development Plan
Aberdeen City Council
Ground Floor North
Business Hub 4 Direct Dial:

Aberdeen

ABI10 TAB

gva.co.uk/scofland

Dear Sir/Madam,

ABERDEEN CITY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN PROPOSED PLAN 2015
SITE: CORNHILL SHOPPING ARCADE, CORNHILL, ABERDEENSHIRE, AB16 5UT
REPRESENTATIONS ON BEHALF OF ALDI STORES LTD

We act on behalf of Aldi Stores Ltd and welcome this opportunity 1o make representations to the
emerging Aberdeen City Local Development Plan: Proposed Plan.

Background

Aldi Stores Ltd currently operates from 50 stores across Scotland and has one within the local
Aberdeen city area, at Beach Boulevard. Aldi are therefore under-represented within the city and are
keen to expand their presence, both in number and geographical soread, in future yvears to make
their high gquality and award winning products and prices available to o greater share of Aberdeen’s
local communities.

Economic pressures on households and incomes has driven competition within the food retail sector,
with many consumers seeking better for value for money, as well as greater choice. As o result,
consumers are now defrayving food expenditure across many different operators and undertaking this
type of shopping on a more frequent basis. This has created favourable conditions for operators like
Aldi to expand their offering in Scotland and Aberdeen is no exception.

As such, Aldi are currently in on-going discussions with the Co-operative Group regarding purchase of
their existing Cormhill store at the Cormhill Shopping Arcade. We therefore support the proposed
allocation of the Comhill site as a Neighbourhood Centre identified in the Proposed Plan Proposals
Map to encourage the growth of quality retail offer like Aldi 1o help meet these demands. This will also
enable the considerable benefits attributed to a typical Aldi development to come forward at
Comhill that would potentially include the following:

e |mproving corsumer choice, bringing gualitative benefits and responding to growing
cdemand for operators, ke Aldi, that can offer greater value for money;
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*  Creding v to 30 new locd jols and helping supeort empdovment growth eliewhers
threwah Aldi’s commitment toe the Scotlish food and beverage indostry.

* Helping promoete more ssstaindsle shopping haoits, Dy lecdting  within the proposed
Meighlzoumhood Cenfre within sy walking dstance for Cornbill residents in suoport of
policy olbjectives:

+  Helping impprowve socid mokzility by improdng access 1o goods that suspert hedthy living .
+  Crectirg loecd jolbs with univalled staff training ond coreer opppporbunities;
+  Luepoting constroction related emplovment;
*  BErhancing lirks withlocdl soppliers ond therefore suporting the lood aconomy;
+  Stocking more than 200 Scottish predocts;
+  Working with ower & independert Soottish food and drink usinesses; and,
+  Boosting o product range that is of leost 25% Scottish,
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshre Retail Study 2013

W wish a5 peort of o representotion on the Propoesed Aon to once again draw attention 1o the
Council’s 2013 Retal Shody [Os presdously considered in ourrespponse 1o the Main bsues Beport].

Ald generdly welocomeas the findngs of the background document commissicned by Alerdeen city
and Shire Councils 1o interm the emerging Lecdl Development Flan, which was puslished in Octoler
2013, The report is particulody welcome in that it cullines sigrificont demanck for both corrsenience
dndd compatisen rew retal o ornspace acress the City region in the future, which it is consiclered Aldi
codd assist to positively addrass,

Metaole commentary within the report includes the statements at page 88 of the repod, where the
sppecific differences offered by Aldi o5 g ‘Uimited Assortment Discounter” are recognised spacificdly in
respect to their 1ocal scale’ and the rele they con prodde in complementing exdsting independert
sho o procdsion in protected centras. The limited ofter and [ower fumgsser results in areduced scde of
impeakcts, with diversiors foocwsed prncipally o the larger scoale Toig 47 supermark et operators, which
<an ke benaeficial in temms of increcsing compeatition ard reducing grocery rices for comsumers.

Given the sodle of the city™s population and existing prodsion, it s noteworthy that the report focuses
pritcipally on globd assesments of deficiencies comparing axppendture potenticd with existing

tumicsser within large zond areds. For the purposes of cesessing city-wide reeds this is wseill, howeaver,
itis important to recegrisze that more lecdlised deficiencies., oth quantitative oand qualitative, oo still
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b2 prasent, paticulady where shopoers it certdn areds of the City hanes to traneel far distarc es 10 hawe
geood acoess to d mix of corrvenience pronsion. This can lead to whsustainaltle shoppitg pattems
confrary 1o envdronmental policy cljectives of the emerging LDP and require 1o e ot inmind for
Jdecision making on future planning goplications to deliver new fleorspace, which specificdly sesks 1o
reckess such deficiencies.

Ald Stores Ud's reprasentation to the Propoesed Flan is therefore prepared within this bockgreund
context ot will foows on the specific dlocdtion of the Comhill Shopoing Arcade o g Heighlzouhood
Centra.

Folicy HC& — Town, District, Heighbourhood and Com mercial Cenires

Al supeoorts the Propesed Plan discation of the sulbject site being within a Heighloouhoeod Centre,
corsidered under the doove policy (a3 indicated on the Proposds Map extract below]. The site is
curently identiied o5 within a Residentid Aredin the existing Alberdeen Locdl Development Fon. The
Eropposed dlocotion of this site beftter reflects the long temm wse of this lecation and will enswre the
prrotection of retail at the Combill Shopping Arcade.

As reted dlbewe, Al are currently engaged it dsoussions with the Co-Operative Groue to purchase
and eccupy the exdstitg Co-02 store at the shopping centre. This will helle deliver anumber of benefits
<5 owe hove prendously outlined to the propesed Meighleo arhoeod Centre ond local residents in the
Carnkill areq.
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Folicy HC4 - Sequential Approach and Impact

Furtbiemmore, Ald supports the use of the seguential test, as cutlined in the albowve policy, o answre that
new retdl development s located in the most gopropiate and suitcsle localion in gocordance with
the network of certres. It is agresed that Alerdesen city centre, o the pincipal strategic shoping
estication withing the region, shoud e offerded prority for the location of mdaior new retail
development, with the rest of the network offering mere locdised serdces and shops fo coter for the
needs of nedtsy communiti=s.

Wheare posikle and whiare the requirements of thair successfld busines s meodel can be met, Aldi often
locote within such aracs, 5 odn e seen by their presence of O new store within Blon town cantre 1o
the nerh of Alberdeen and theirintention to lecoated of the propoesed Cornbill Meighioouhooed Centre.
A pragmatic appreach e addresitg these matters, in accordance with SPP, which affords
recognition te the specifics of business moedels and minimuwn refdiler reguirements in terms  of
ade guate profile, oand operdticondal reedk, i 2ssentid to ensuwre that this does et prejudce investmenrt
it ool areds.

Ald horse targeted Comhill Shepping Arcade to exoond their offer within Alberdeen in bum enhancing

the rarge ond choice of retdl for lecdl residents to the ared. As such, Al will be secking to mest
these reaeds in due cowse follewing the acguisition of the subbject site and look 1o toke forward s0ch

Jdizcussions with plonning officers in due course,

We weloome this opponunity 1o sulomit these representdfions to the Alberdeen City LDFP Proposed Flon
and leok forward o further engagemeant in due course.

Fledse do contact Steven Bobl at this office o discuss anything further in the meantime.

Yo sinceraly

STRWVEN ROBEB M A (Hons) MMSc URF AARTA
S5enior Hanner
For VYA James Barr

oo Grabaim Micolsen Al Stores Lid.
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