














Appendix 2
Sustainability Checklist for Development Options
Aberdeen Local Development Plan Review, April 2013: Stationfields, Cove Bay

Topic Comment on Behalf of Scotia
Exposure The climate of the City changes frequently throughout the year, although the temperature remains moderate

because of its close proximity to the sea. During the winter the temperature drops down below the freezing point
with an average of 8°C, while the temperature reaches an average of 16°C in the summer. Throughout the winter,

especially in December, the length of the day is very short, averaging 6 hours and 40 minutes between sunrise and

sunset. As winter progresses, the length of the day grows to 8 hours and 20 minutes by the end of January. During
summer, the days extend to 18 hours long (approximately).

Wind direction statistics have been derived from http://www.windfinder.com/windstats/windstatistic_aberdeen.htm

and are based on observations taken between 11/2000 - 4/2013 daily from 7am to 7pm local time. The dominant
wind direction from January to March is primarily northwesterly, southerly in April, southeasterly in May and June,

northwesterly in July and August and southerly between September to October. The average wind speed is 10 kts.

The site is located on the east coast, and is not impacted by a dominant easterly wind. The site is enclosed to the

south, east and to the northwest by existing development. There may be some exposure in May and June from the
southeasterly wind.

Aspect The site is east facing and whilst not required for mitigation, tree planting can be provided along the eastern

boundary.

Slope The site slopes gently in a west to east direction from approximately 60m AOD (adjacent to the existing houses) to
48m AOD at the railway line, before sloping down to Crawpeel Shore. No mitigation is required. The Gradient is

not more than 1 in 12 (0.083) amd is calculated at 12 in 200 i.e. 0.06.

Flood risk SEPA’s Indicative River & Coastal Flood Map confirms that the site is not located in a flood risk area.
http://go.mappoint.net/sepa/. Only minor changes to the existing ground level is proposed during construction and

will not impact on this issue.

Drainage No known drainage constraints.

Built / Cultural
Heritage Elements

Historic Scotland’s website pastmap.org.uk identifies that there are no features are on the site and therefore no
impact. There are 31 Listed Buildings outwith the site to the northwest and southwest and 141 Cranmore features,

the closest of which are to the east along the coast.

Natural

Conservation

Scottish Natural Heritage’s Interactive Map [www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/snhi-information-

service/map/] identifies that a Site of Special Scientific Interest lies to the southeast, along the coast, outwith the
site.

Landscape

Features

SNH (1998) South and Central Aberdeenshire Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) identifies that Cove lies

within the Kincardine Cliffs landscape designation (pages 57 – 59 apply). As the site is already designated the LCA

is more relevant to the planning application process. (http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/review/102.pdf)



The site is not characterised by trees or hedges and there would be no loss in terms of existing landscape features.

Attractive /

managed
surroundings /

Landscape Fit

The site fits well with the existing settlement and there would be a slight impact only.

Relationship to

existing settlement

The site fits well with the existing settlement and the site offers positive opportunities for connectivity.

Land Use Mix /

Balance / Service

Thresholds

Yes, the residential use is supported in the Cove Masterplan and Charrette Report, which identifies that new

housing may support/encourage a rail halt and associated parking.

Accessibility The existing road network can accommodate access provision. New housing may support/encourage a rail halt and
associated parking.

Proximity to

community and

civic facilities –
schools / shopping

/ health /

recreation

Shops, services, church, Loriston Primary School, health centre all within 400 metres. The site is well located and

connected to existing community facilities. No mitigation required.

Direct footpath /

cycle connection

to community and

recreation facilities
and resources.

A dedicated cycle path runs from the south along the western boundary of the site and extends northwards along

the coast.

There are a number of well connected core paths running through the site and connecting into the wider area to
existing recreational areas, services, community facilities and housing/employment areas. Core path 95 connects

the coastal path (No 78) to the east, runs through the site and extends north. No mitigation is required.

Proximity of
employment

opportunities

Altens Industrial Estate lies to the north east, immediately adjacent to the site. There are also employment
opportunities associated with services and community facilities within Cove Bay.

Contamination No known contamination constraints.

Land Use Conflict The northeast coast railway line runs immediately to the east of the site. Attenuation measures, incorporated into
the design of the development may be required.

Physical

Infrastructural

Capacity

No known constraints.

Service

Infrastructural

Capacity

No known constraints.

Other Constraints N/A



OP75

OP75 – Currently Allocated site

Proposed site to be carried forward to

next LDP

(part of currently allocated OP75 site)
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