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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This supporting statement is to be read in conjunction with a development bid submitted to Aberdeen City Council

proposing the safeguarding of 9.3 ha of land for mineral extraction (sand and gravel aggregate extraction) at

Shielhill, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen. The bid is submitted on behalf of Mr J Langler, the landowner. Detailed site and

laboratory testing has shown that the site supports a high quality gravel aggregate and sand resource capable of

being extracted. This resource should be considered in the context of major future development taking place to the

north of Aberdeen, such as the AWPR, major housing at Dubford, major commercial development at Murcar and

various developments in the Energetica Corridor. The location of this resource at Shielhill presents a highly

sustainable solution to serve these future developments with the necessary gravel aggregate and sand for

construction.

Submissions are being made to the Local Development Plan process in order to safeguard this resource through the

LDP zoning process. The site is currently zoned as Green Belt / Green Space Network in the 2012 LDP. It lies

adjacent to a Local Nature Reserve. The site has been the subject of quarrying operations in the past and was also

used as a MoD off road driving training centre. It is understood that the site has an extant planning permission for

quarrying. There are also various quarrying and land restoration operations and a concrete batching plant in the

Shielhill area. Planning Permission was granted earlier this year for an office and storage yard development in a

former quarry adjacent to Shielhill Farm. These existing and proposed uses have established the semi-industrial

nature of the area and road network. It should of course be noted that quarrying operations on the site will be

finite and the site restored at a future date. Initial investigations have shown that the site would be quarried over a

ten year period through a phased programme. The following statement explains the bid in more detail and is

structured around the Council’s bid pro-forma.

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

The development bid site comprises undulating scrubby land. The north west boundary of the site lies adjacent to

the unclassified Shielhill Road linking the B977 with the B999. Existing commercial (office and yard) premises lie

immediately to the north. The site is served by an existing direct access off the Shielhill Road. The eastern boundary

is shared with the OP 25 Dubford housing site allocated in the current LDP for 550 houses. Planning permission

exists for the first phases of this large scale development. To the south and west the Shielhill site is surrounded by

Perwinnes Moss. It is important to draw a distinction between the bid site and Perwinnes Moss. The previous

quarrying and MoD uses have reduced any natural heritage value when compared with surrounding ‘moss’ areas.
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AERIAL VIEW OF SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA — Note surrounding quarry and landfill operations.

SITE VIEWED FROM NORTH—Note minimal landscape impact, existing commercial operations and separate access
to site adjacent to road.
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AERIAL CLOSE UP. Note degraded nature of the land.

CONTEXT PLAN. Note site boundaries and developable area.
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3.0 SUSTAINABILITY CHECKLIST

We believe that the proposed bid site at Shielhill is deliverable, with no constraints being identified. The site is

reviewed below, using the headings in the Council’s Sustainability Checklist. The review should be considered in the

context of the safeguarding the site for quarry use as proposed, rather than a new housing or employment site

allocation.

3.1 Exposure

The proposed bid site is not particularly exposed. The landscape character is one of undulating moss areas adjacent

to open agricultural land to the east (allocated for development). The existing landform provides some shelter and

opportunities for additional landscaping and shelter belt planting as necessary. Mineral extraction operations on

the bid site would not dramatically alter the character of the Shielhill area, given its existing range of land uses.

3.2 Aspect

The site is principally north facing.

3.3 Slope

The site does not have any sloping areas that would require mitigation in relation to quarrying operations.

3.4 Flood Risk

The site is not subject to any flood risk.

3.5 Drainage

The site is not subject to any waterlogging issues.

3.6 Built / Cultural Heritage

The site is not subject to any built or cultural heritage features or constraints.

3.7 Natural Conservation

lthough the site is noted as a small part of a ‘District Wildlife Site’ in the current LDP, its former uses for quarrying

and as an MoD training facility has degraded its natural heritage assets (as seen on the aerial view opposite). The

site does not have the same natural heritage value as the adjacent Perwinnes Moss, which is also designated as a

‘Local Nature Reserve’. This presents scope to alter the current designation in the LDP to permit the extraction of

the identified sand and aggregate resource. It should be noted that the proposed method of mineral extraction is

to be by ’scraping’ the site rather than ‘blasting’, reducing any impacts.

3.8 Landscape Features

The site does not have any strong landscape features which set it apart from the surrounding areas.

3.9 Landscape Fit

The surrounding undulating landscape will be useful in minimising the visual impact of any extraction operations. A

10 metre wide safety zone / landscape buffer is required around the site perimeter which will assist in this.
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3.10 Relationship to Existing Settlements

The bid site is well related to existing commercial developments and is also directly adjacent to the proposed future

residential development at OP 25 Dubford.

3.11 Land Use Mix

The proposed land use is sand and gravel aggregate extraction. This will present no conflict with adjacent

commercial uses and can be adequately screened from and future residential development. The agreed

development framework for the Dubford site indicates considerable areas of green space and landscape planting

along the western boundary shared with the bid site.

3.12 Accessibility

The site is well-connected to the local road network leading to the B997 and B999. This provides a high standard of

access that would be suitable to support quarry operations, as it already serves existing commercial and industrial

development and links the B997 and B999. The A90 trunk road is only 1.6 km to the west, providing a direct link to

the centre of Aberdeen and all areas to the north.

3.13 Proximity to Services and Facilities

The development bid site is well-related to existing services and facilities in Bridge of Don and Murcar.

3.14 Footpath and Cycle Connections

The area has various existing foot / cyclepath connections around the bid site. These would not be particularly

relevant to the proposed quarry operations.

3.15 Proximity to Employment Opportunities

The site is directly adjacent to existing commercial operations and is close to existing employment hubs at Murcar,

The Core, Dubford and the Science and Technology Park.

3.16 Contamination

There are no known sources of contamination on the site through previous use.

3.17 Land Use Conflict

The adjacent existing and proposed uses are entirely compatible with the uses proposed through the development

bid.

3.18 Physical Infrastructure

There are no known constraints to development on the site. The proposed sand and gravel aggregate extraction

has been considered in detail by engineering and ground work consultants who have confirmed its feasibility and

suitability.

3.19 Community Benefits

Development on the bid site would bring benefits in the form of additional commercial activity in the area and

employment opportunities. A further benefit is the sustainable sourcing of construction material from the site,
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reducing transportation of such material through residential areas from source to construction site.

4.0 THE PROPOSAL

9.3 ha of land at Shielhill, Bridge of Don are proposed to be safeguarded for sand and gravel aggregate extraction.

The site has been fully investigated and highlighted as an appropriate, sustainable mineral resource. Extraction

operations on the site are compatible with adjacent commercial uses and the various other landfill / quarry / land

restoration workings in the area. The site is already degraded and contributes little to the adjacent District Wildlife

Site and Local Nature Reserve. The site has constraints to its development.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The foregoing sections have considered various aspects of the bid to safeguard the quarry resource at Shielhill. It

has been shown that the site is deliverable, and represents an important sustainable sand and gravel aggregate

resource in the north of Aberdeen. The site will be restored following the completion of extraction operations. It is

respectfully requested that the land is safeguarded in the forthcoming Aberdeen Local Development Plan for sand

and gravel aggregate extraction.
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BID SITE PLAN (nts)

Shielhill, Bridge of Don – Mineral Extraction

Mr J Langler


